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was in an alliance with her against their mother. He enjoyed
showering upon her hyperbolic expressions of affection, such
as: 'Adieu, charm of my eyes, adoration of my heart, lustre of
the age, phenomenon of Nature, or, better than all that, Bisiam
Bisiamovna with the flattened nose.' (This was written just before
the battle of Austerlitz,) Catherine was a lively and tactiess young
Iadr5 and on at least one occasion (when Alexander visited
England in 1814) her influence led him astray politically, with
important consequences for the affairs of Europe, They were
always on the best of terms except during Napoleon's advance
in 1812, when she joined in the patriotic outcry against her
brother's apparent lack of success.
When Alexander came to the throne in the year 1801, he was
only twenty-two years old, and had little knowledge of affairs.
He recalled La Harpe, and endeavoured to introduce reforms by
the help of a Council composed of his personal friends. He
succeeded in undoing the evils wrought by Paul, relaxed the
censorship, and improved education. But when it came to such
matters as the emancipation of the serfs or the introduction of
a constitution, he found the difficulties too formidable. As regards
foreign affairs, he at first made friends with Napoleon, whom La
Harpe still admired But when Napoleon bullied Switzerland
and made himself Emperor, which offended La Harpe both as
patriot and as democrat, Alexander turned against him,  and
fought the unfortunate campaigns of 1805 and 1806, in which
the Russians, in alliance first with Austria and then with Prussia,
suffered the defeats of Austerlitz and Friedland This led to the
Peace of Tilsit, and to a sudden friendship between the Eastern
and Western Emperors. At first there was a honeymoon atmos-
phere, and each believed the other to be sincere. But as soon as
they had parted, disputes  began. Alexander, who had been
fighting the Turks, wanted to keep Moldavia and Wallachia;
Napoleon did not wish to offend the Turks, for fear of throwing
them into the arms of the English. He therefore demanded a
qwd pro quo at the expense of Prussia, to which Alexander
could not agree on account of his promises to the beautiful
Queen Louise* At last Napoleon endeavoured to dazzle Alexander
by a grandiose project of the partition of Turkey leading on to
the joint conquest of India. The boyish part of Alexander, which
enjoyed the Arabian Nights, was fascinated, and responded as
Napoleon had hoped But his shrewdness could not be put to
sleep. He stipulated that he should have not only Moldavia and